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Prisoner Induction - Healthcare

Purpose

1.
This PSI introduces an amendment to PSO 0550 Induction which brings the healthcare requirements in line with PSO 0500 Reception.

Output

2.
First receptions into custody will  be given a general health assessment in the week immediately following reception, by an appropriately trained member of the healthcare team, in order to identify any existing health problems and to plan any subsequent care/treatment.  The needs of drug and/or alcohol misusers will be appropriately addressed at this time.   Prisoners who have transferred in from another establishment will also receive a follow up assessment where required.
Mandatory action

3.
Paragraph 7.2 of hard copies of PSO 0550 held in prison libraries and elsewhere must be replaced with the following :-

7.2  First receptions into custody will have undergone an initial health assessment to determine any immediate health needs before they were locked up for their first night. As a follow up to this, they must also be given a general health assessment in the week immediately following reception, by an appropriately trained member of the healthcare team, in order to identify any existing health problems and to plan any subsequent care/treatment. 
 
The needs of drug and/or alcohol misusers may be acute at this time, and effective prescribing will be necessary to prevent or mitigate withdrawal symptoms.
 
Prisoners who have transferred in from another establishment may also require a follow up assessment to the one they had on initial reception. 
Audit and monitoring

4.
This Prison Service Instruction is not subject to any formal monitoring. However, induction processes generally are subject to audit of Standard 42.

Michael Spurr

Director of Operations

