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RATIONALISATION OF DOCTORS' DUTIES IN PRISONS

Introduction and Purpose

1. This Instruction makes changes to the current responsibilities of doctors working in prisons as reflected in Prison Service Performance Standards and Orders. The changes seek to update responsibilities historically undertaken by a doctor in the prison environment. In some cases, the responsibilities are more appropriately undertaken by another member of the healthcare team whilst in others continuation of the responsibilities is no longer necessary.

2. This Instruction will ensure that remaining healthcare responsibilities are relevant and appropriately delegated. It will be important to modernise working practices in healthcare in order to align them more closely with those in the NHS.  

Output

3. Amendment of doctors' responsibilities contained in Prison Service Performance Standards and Orders.

Impact and Resource Assessment

4. The proposed changes will ensure that a better use of healthcare resources can be achieved as appropriate skills can be matched to responsibilities.

Mandatory Action

5. As follows:

· With immediate effect, the provisions in Prison Service Orders, and in Performance Standards, specified in Annex A are cancelled or amended as shown.

· Establishment Liaison Officers must manually amend each relevant Order and Standard as specified in Annex A

Audit and monitoring

6. Monitored by usual methods, SAU.

Information and Advice

7. These amendments must be made to the relevant instruction/order/standard as stated so that they can be viewed in their proper context. It is important that the amendment list is not read or used in isolation. 

8. The list is not intended to be exhaustive. Further changes will need to be considered in the light of the future transfer of prison health care from the Prison Service to the NHS.

Contact

Susannah Nisbett

Prison Health, Room G46, 

Wellington House, 133-155 Waterloo Road, London 

SE1 8UG  Tel: 020 7972 3932

(signed)

John Boyington

Director of Prison Health

ANNEX A

AMENDMENTS TO ORDERS AND STANDARDS

The following amendments to Prison Service Performance Standards, Standing Orders and Prison Service Orders are effective from the date of issue of this instruction.

	PERFORMANCE STANDARD/EXISTING TEXT
	AMENDMENT

	20. Handling a Death in Custody

	17. The doctor ensures that medical documents are compiled for the inquest
	DELETE "doctor" & CHANGE TO: "healthcare manager" 

	51. Religion

	15. All prisoners are free to attend corporate worship other than:

15.3 in individual cases authorised and recorded by the Governor or medical officer.
	15.3  DELETE "or medical officer" 

	STANDING ORDER/EXISTING TEXT
	AMENDMENT

	1c. Prisoners' Property and Cash

	3 (2) Medicines, drugs and prescriptions should not be accepted as property. If they are received the medical officer should be informed immediately and action taken in accordance with the terms of Standing Order 13.
	DELETE second sentence & CHANGE TO: "If they are received they should be passed to health care staff."

	1g. Production

	3. In court cell areas manned by prison staff, the Medical Officer will arrange the provision of a first aid box, the contents of which should be regularly checked.
	DELETE

	1h Transfer

	3. In every case the Medical Officer will certify, as short a time as is practicable before transfer, that the prisoner is fit to travel. The prisoner will be weighed and the weight noted in the prisoner's medical record. 

The medical officer will make any special arrangements which a prisoner's state of health will require and will give such advance information about the case as may be necessary (including any special directions to diet) to the Governor and the Medical Officer of the receiving establishment.
	DELETE "the medical officer" & CHANGE TO "a doctor, registered nurse or healthcare officer"

DELETE "The prisoner will be weighed and the weight noted in the prisoner's medical record"

DELETE "The medical officer" & CHANGE TO "The same member of staff"

DELETE "(including any special directions to diet) to the Governor and the Medical Officer" & CHANGE TO "to the healthcare manager"

	4 Facilities

	35. The Governor may withhold or withdraw any newspaper, periodical or magazine or any particular issue, or any book, if he or she considers that the content presents a threat to good order of discipline or to the interests of prison or national security, or where the medical officer considers that possession of the material is likely to have an adverse effect on the prisoner's physical or mental condition.

The Governor will record the Governor's or the Medical Officer's reasons for the decision in the prisoner's Inmate History Record (F2052B or F2052A) and that the prisoner has been informed of the reasons.
	DELETE: "or where the medical officer considers that possession of the material is likely to have an adverse effect on the prisoner's physical or mental condition".

DELETE "or the Medical Officer's"

	50. Prisoners who have been admitted to the (healthcare) centre as in-patients may be allowed to smoke in such other part of the centre and at such times as the Managing Medical Officer directs.
	DELETE

	5 Communications

	Section A: Visits

4B. In addition, Governors may allow one or more special visits:

(3) subject to the medical officer's advice, to an inmate who is seriously ill.
	DELETE "the medical officer's" & CHANGE TO "health care"

	Section B: Correspondence

38 (2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3) below, no copy shall be taken of any letter to or from an inmate except:

(v) where a letter contains material that suggests:

(a) that the inmate may be a suicide risk and the medical officer considers it necessary to retain a copy;

(c) that there is a medical history details of which the Medical Officer considers will materially contribute to the clinical management of the inmate's care.
	DELETE section (v)(a) and (v)(c)

	PRISON SERVICE ORDERS/EXISTING TEXT
	

	PSO 0900: Categorisation & Allocation

	1.7.4 The medical officer must advise on the level of healthcare required by individual prisoners.
	DELETE "medical officer" & CHANGE TO:  "a doctor, registered nurse or healthcare officer".

	PSO 2300: Resettlement
	

	3.23. Where a prisoner approaching release has a mental health problem and does not already have a community-based care co-ordinator, a doctor in the establishment must consider whether there is a clinical need to make a referral to the local Community Mental Health Team.
	DELETE "a doctor" & CHANGE TO: "healthcare services" 

	PSO 2510: Prisoners Requests & Complaints Procedures

	11.3.7 Where it is alleged that a member of staff has committed an assault, the alleged victim must be examined by a Medical Officer as soon as possible and the outcome recorded.
	DELETE "by a Medical Officer" & CHANGE TO: "by a doctor".

DELETE "as soon as possible"

	PSO 4201: Open University: Operation of the Prison Service Scheme

	4.2 The education manager will sift applications of prisoners in consultation with the Governor, the Head of Prisoner Activities and any other member of staff thought appropriate, e.g. Medical Officer
	DELETE "e.g. Medical Officer" & CHANGE TO "Head of Learning and Skills"

	PSO 4460: Prisoner's Pay

	5.2.2 This order defines long-term sick prisoners as those who have been diagnosed as unfit for work by the Medical Officer and are therefore unable to undertake employment for an extended period of time.
	DELETE "Medical Officer" & CHANGE TO: "doctor"

	5.3.5 The Medical Officer is responsible for confirming whether a prisoner is short-term sick, on maternity leave, or fit to return to work following pregnancy or birth.
	DELETE "Medical Officer" & CHANGE TO "registered nurse or doctor".

	PSO 4550: Religion Manual
	

	1.20 All prisoners, excluding Rule 46, CSC and SSU and young prisoners segregated under Rule 45 are free to attend corporate worship of their declared religion. In exceptional individual cases authorised and recorded by the Governor, or Medical Officer, prisoners may be excluded for a period not exceeding one month and renewable thereafter. The following grounds may be stated:

· Exceptional and specific concerns for the prisoner's mental or physical health.
	DELETE "or Medical Officer" & CHANGE TO  " a doctor, registered nurse or health care officer".



	PSO 4600: Unconvicted, unsentenced and civil prisoners

	1.8 On reception a prisoner charged with murder may be admitted to the healthcare centre and kept under continuous observation for as long as the prison doctor considers necessary. The doctor may advise the Governor on issues relating to the supervision, actual location, employment and association activities of the prisoner.
	DELETE "as long as the prison doctor considers necessary" & CHANGE TO "as long as considered necessary." 

DELETE " the doctor" & CHANGE TO: " "A doctor or registered nurse".



	PSO 5000: Prison Service Catering Manual

	5.6 To ensure that all prisoners are fit to work in food service areas, they must first be passed as medically fit by the establishment's Medical Officer.
	DELETE & CHANGE TO: "DELETE & CHANGE TO "To ensure that all prisoners can work in food service areas they should be assessed for hygiene risk in accordance with current national guidelines"

	PSO 6200: Transfer of Prisoners: Inter Prison Escorts

	11.8 Women prisoners will normally be transferred using cellular vehicles unless the medical officer considers this to be inappropriate on medical or welfare grounds.
	DELETE "medical officer" & CHANGE TO: "registered nurse or doctor"

	11.10 Juvenile prisoners will normally be transferred using cellular vehicles unless the medical officer considers this to be inappropriate on medical grounds
	DELETE "medical officer" & CHANGE TO: "registered nurse or doctor"

	PSO 9020: Data Protection

	4.7.2 Requests from GPs and NHS agencies for copies of IMRs, or information contained therein, should be directed to the Senior Medical Officer or responsible doctor.
	DELETE "Senior Medical Officer or" 


