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14 April 2008

Dear Ms Fisher and Ms Hamilton
Re:
Consultation Paper on the future of all future organisation, Management and 
Clinical Leadership of health visiting and school health nursing services across 
East and North and West Hertfordshire Primary Care Trusts

This consultation paper was discuss at the Hertfordshire LMC Executive committee on the

9th April.  Firstly, the committee would like to show its support for the proposals for a close liaison between health visiting and school nursing.  
However, the committee would like to challenge the fact that this is being advertised as a consultation paper.  The evidence on the ground is that the structures are already being put into place and that there has been no input from, or consultation with, Practice based Commissioning Groups.  Therefore this consultation exercise has little point.  It appears that the structures that are being put into place are far from co-terminous with Practice based Commissioning Groups, and therefore there will be significant difficulties working out the proportionate costings for each Practice based Commissioning Group.

Once again, it feels as if Provider Services are trying to drive the commissioning agenda, which the committee has already objected to in no uncertain terms.  The committee would like to suggest therefore that there is full stop put on any further development of this until the Practice based Commissioning Groups have had an opportunity to give full appropriate input into the plans.

We look forward to your views as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely

Dr Peter Graves

Chief Executive

cc:
Anne Walker, Chief Executive, West and East & North Hertfordshire PCT


Heather Moulder, Acting Chief Operating Officer for Provider Services
Hertfordshire Subcommittee
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